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The fame of Bell Labs still 
endures even though the 
organization has now, under 
telecom divestiture and com-
pany divisions, declined to a 

shadow of its former self. Its fame stems 
largely from the memory and recognition 
of the remarkable contributions to global 
communications and U.S. national wel-
fare it made during its heyday. I joined 
Bell Telephone Laboratories in February 
1957 as a recent doctoral graduate in 
electrical engineering from MIT (see “A 
Brief History”). My recollection of reading 
my first issue of Bell Labs News (the 
internal company newspaper) is that the 
headline announced that the Bell Labs 
budget had exceeded US$200 million, 
about one-half of which was devoted to 
federally sponsored defense-related topics. 
This budget supported a laboratory staff 
of about 7,000 people, working largely in 
Murray Hill, New Jersey (see Figure 1); 
Whippany, New Jersey; Manhattan’s West 

Street; and smaller branch labs 
appended to the major manufactur-

ing centers. When I retired from 
Bell Labs in 1990, the extensive 
growth and expansions of staff, 

buildings, and laboratory sites (especially 
in Holmdel, New Jersey, and at the Indian 
Hill lab in Naperville, Illinois) placed the 
Bell Labs budget on the order of US$3.5 
billion, which supported some 20,000 
technical employees.

Originally, Bell Labs was the R&D arm 
of the American Telephone and Telegraph 
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